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0\i ii wmier Eiioming in 1995 
fresh I nan ai ilie University 
Honsl on !iad moF€ on her mind ilian final 
exams She was pondering one of [he 
niosi difiicult choices nnvone will e^ef 
have to make. 
And it was, 
without exag- 
geration, a life or death decision: what 
shun Id !iiie do iliout tti^ unplanned 
pregnane compljCiil;ng the last 
carefree days of youth? 

Every year for ihc last decade, about 
miUjon women □rrived at the same 
solution for resolving their precarious 
SLiu^ticns 3s this coed in Texas TUey 
dmc 10 tcniiinatc their pregnancies by 
liaving an abortion. According lo the 
Cenlers for Disease Coinrol, ronghly T5 
percent of legal abortions in this 
couniry are performed on African- 
American wotnen. 

And that concerns people like 
luluette B [art let t Puck. She wanders 
what has happened to (he black 
communit> 's respect for life and desire 
to hvc in a niajnncr that pleases God To 
Pack, herself a wife [^nd mother, the 
growing number of black women 
geuing pregnant out of wedlock and 
then preventing the fetus from 
becoming (3 baby is not just a statistic 
about abortion. The numbers also makt^ 
a loud statement about Christianity, 
says Pack, adding that the message is 
disturbing. 

"'Abortion advocates \vani to paini a 
pidurc of people tnierfering with a 
woman's right to choose." says Pack Tlren she asks. "'Do 
women rtalh liave a choice when abortion is ihc only opitonT 
That's not a riteioncai question. 

Consider the rrauniatic prcgnatic>^ of I lie siudem anTe^as. 
She still lived at liome u ith her parents, who insisted that she 
tennmate the pregnancy- If she did tiot, she would be put out of 
the house, left to provide for herself The bab) s father, too, 
urged lier to liavc an abonion Altliougii thai was not the choice 
she vvanied lo make, the \ oung ^voman could not sec hou she 
could take care of n child on her own. So she picked up ilie 
phone and called to make arrangemenis for an abortion 

As luck would tiave it. or aill it dn ine inten ention, !icr first 
ca!i was to Houston's Fpniilv Assistance Center. Insteiid of 




Juluelte Banlett Pack at Ihe 
Houston-baaed Family Assa^tance Center 


talking to someone alwui ending life, the teen in trouble spoke 
utlh Juluctte Pack, w ho offered her a life affiming alternative 
P&ck s nonprofit center found a home for the woman to live m 
until her baby \vas born. Caring Christians at the Faniiiy 
Assistance Ci^uter helped provide all the tangible necessities, 
referred the motlser-to-be to an adoption agency, which found a 
loving, permanent home for the infant. 

Family Assistance Center's work did not end uitli meeting 
the physical needs. Pack's group also tended to the teen's 
broken spiriiualiiy, 

"She was gratefhl to get the encouiageineni to make the 
decision for life. ' recalls Pack Now . many mom lis later, the 
woman who was ouoe in irouble is preparing to counsel others 
who f^ce the same tough decision 

Tlie Family Assistance Center grew 
oui of a vision Pack had for the 
preservation of families With the 
backing of the Christian organiziitioii 
Texas Black Americans for Life, and 
financial assistance from two 
predoniinai^tly white churcli^. Pack 
purchased and renovated a duplex in 
one of Housion's black neighborhoods. 

There, both men and women are 
compassionately advised about the 
consequences of promiscupus sexual 
bcha^nor, says Pack 

"I have a burden on my hean lo 
raise the issue and share what God has 
to say because appjirentiy ^iis position is 
not being taught in a lot of black 
churches/' Pack says. A large 
percentage of her clientele are also 
members of prominently black 
congregations. One of those churches 
e^-en includes a $20,000 gift to Planned 
Parenthood in its annual budget 

But Pack is skeptical of tliat 
organization's irxjtives. Sbe s not alone. 
Like Pack m Houston, Dean Gavaris, 
Avho mns a similar organization on the 
outskirts of Newark, NJ.. also behe\'es 
1 tie re are ulterior tnotives behind the 
easy access Planned Parenihood 
provides to abonion Both Gavansand 
Pack point to the while supreinacist 
vie^vs ol' Margaret Sanger, wlio founded 
tlie organization In m^l tlie Federation of Planned Parenthood 
contrived its "Negro Project " with the intention of reducing 
tniitonty and poor wliite populations through population control 
programs 

In its brochure for women facing crisis pregnancies, the 
Family Asastance Center warns those considering abortion liial 
.Sanger and Planned Parentliood have a goal "to seduce our 
community into tlieir ideas of fa nu|jL, planning' by buying 
influence with our ministers, doctors, other medical 
professionals and media outlets Most of Planned Parenthood's 
clinics are m high minoniy population areas. " 

Altliougli fJean Gav^ris is not black, aboui 96 percent of the 
women who come to the Gatway Pregnane Center in 


m 


August 1^7/ HiAowAY 


iningmn, N L Lire In ilie buildiivg where liis orgamzation is 
I loused, rive abortionists eiIso practice, 

here for tlie kids being forced inio decisions \ he\ don't 
want 10 inake/' sa> s G^isaris. who, as a student at Bible College, 
wys inspired by a passage in Exodus lo ''gci invoh-«d m 
sometliing meaningful/' 

Tliose who csloblished Gale^vay Pregnane) Center, he 
explains, "wonted to be the Christian aitern^itivc (O abortion. 
More often tlian nOL people wmi to keep Qieir children But 
tliere's ilm myth (hat AJhcan Americans wans to abort tlieir 
children;. " 

"The problem is tliat a lot of structures are in pJace anci the> 
misguide children/* Gavaris says. The vast majority of 
counseling at Galc%vay is given tg young women under the age 
of 34. 

Like Pack, Gavaris believes iliere are people who share 
Sanger's view thai certain youths are going lo be promiscudus 
an\^vay. especially African-Amencan youlli Readily iivailiiblc 
abonions are thus portrayed as a ch il righu he adds. 

Tlmt IS nm oiiiy derogaiory, it's Immiliaiing and it's racisi. 
It's so juvenile, and yei, they 're allowed to gel away with it/' 

Across ihe coiintfy . people of color are feeling compelled to 
debunk the prevailing perception ihat it's OK for unmsirned 
>aydi to liave as lung ijs tJiey prolect Ihcniselvt^ But, unlike 
the media image of angry pro-Ufers, Christians like Dean 
Gavaris ^nd Juiueite Pack are encouraging abstinence As 
Gavaris says, they are talking aboiiC it in the context of "God's 
Io\^. wiUi compassion aixl wltJioni a protesting attitude ' Yoimn 
people, he says, must decide for themselves witlioui being 
pushed into tliepalitical debate 

Prcgtmncy care centers Teaching o«t to youth in black 
neighborhoods put a differem face on the pubhc s image of 
pm-lifefS^ says Ljtui Signor. who has been the director of Grace 
Elliot Medical m Conipion. CA for alx>ut a \ car. 

Pregnancy is a symptom; It's not tite root issue." says 
Signor. "What have to do is get to the root of the problem. 
Tlirx3ugh failh-bijsed comiseiing, and nehvorking with other 
00i5miiinjt> resources, (irace Elliot Medical helps women work 
on I some life plans. 

*A lot of woincn do noi have a vision, a sense of purpose. 
We lielp them find il in Jesus Christ/' Signor says Slve believes 
tliere ought to be sonvc place in (lie coiuiminiiy where sexually 
aaive icens are [old (o tJunk about %c\ in the wa\ God intended 
it to be. U IS a central elenient of covenant relationship. 

' Just as there are niEes that govern a game of basketball" 
Signor says in l^ni^ige a 14-year-old guy could comprehend, 
' there are specific boundaries for sex " 

Someone must take the responsibility of telling teenagers 
exactly where the boundary lines fall Lynn Signor and oilier 
people of faith contend 

Johnny Hunter director of the Virgima-biised Life 
Education and Resource Network, a coahtion of l>!ack prG4ife 
organisations says, "It ti the respon&ibilily of ever) Christian to 
warn men, \s^imti and children of Mie liorrible conseqiieiices of 
wrong choices, especially abortion. ' 


^artm Brooks Hodge, based m Greensboro, .V. C. is social md 
cuiiurai correspondent for Headsvay md afret-fance wriier 
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